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.splitting up and weakening these powerful tribes, and at the same time
it increased the population and added to the importance of Khurasan.
In many respects, Nadir sought to break away as far as possible from
the ways and customs of his Safavi predecessors. The most important
•of these changes was the substitution of the Sunni for the Shi'a religion,
the reasons for which have already been given. Secondly, he made
Mashhad the capital of his kingdom in place of Isfahan. In the third
place, he abandoned the pernicious practice of keeping the royal princes
immured in the harem until the time came for them to rule ; the lamentable
results of this policy were clearly shown on the accession of Shah Sultan
Husain and of his son Tahmasp II. Nadir, on the other hand, gave his
sons military and other appointments at an early age, a fact which led
the Gombroon Agent to make the following comment1 :
" It is no small Proof of his Superior Sense and Judgement that can depart
from a bad Custom so long and cruelly maintain'd by his Predecessors and all other
Eastern Princes of immuring their Children with Eunuchs and Women in a Seraglio
till by their Father's Deaths they are called in to the World, Monsters to Govern."
In the autumn of 1740, while Nadir was absent in Turkistan, it was
reported in Isfahan that he* :
"... intends to change the Persian habit, his Subjects to shave their Beards
and to put on Turkish Dress as also to destroy all Places that were built (by) or bear
the Name of Shaw Abas and erect others in their stead, likewise to bring a River
some days distant from Isfahan to water the City."'
This report proved to be nothing but a rumour, but it is noteworthy
that he had already changed the headdress of his subjects, having (as we
learn from Otter),* invented and forced them to wear a four-cornered
hat round which a woollen shawl or scarf was wound.
Although Nadir did not succeed in founding an enduring dynasty,
he, like Henry VIII in England, added very considerably to the property
of the crown by his wholesale confiscation of religious lands and. en-
dowments.
Nadir administered his kingdom through the Beglarbegis, or Governors-
General, who in his time were three in number5; under them were the
»Gombroon Diary, 6th/i7th November, 1739.
*/&&. i9th/3oth November, 1740.
* Nadir was by no means the initiator of this scheme (known as the KarkuDaa), which was to
divert the head waters of the Kama into the Zayanda Rod by means of * tonne! or catting.
The work was began by Shah Tahmasp I, and was continued on a different basis by 'Abbas
tiie Great and, later, by 'Abbas II.   (See Herbert's r«r«fr, p. 135 tad Sir W. Porter"* mte
thereon; also, Curnwrs Persia, Vol II. p. 316.)
•* Otter, Vol. I. pp. 39 sad 40.   An interesting modern parallel is the creation of the Fanlavi
hat by H.I.M. Shah Reza Pahlfcvi
*Hanway, Vol. I, p. 336.

